Year 4 Spelling Guidance 
This is an overview of the Spellings taught this year. When your child brings home their RWI Logbook you can refer to this information sheet to help them in their learning. 
A root word is a word in its most simple form, e.g. spot, fall, check.
A suffix is a letter or group of letters that is added to the end of a root word, e.g. spotty, falling, checked.

	UNIT
	RULE
	SAMPLE WORDS

	1
	The or sound spelt a before l and ll
Notes: The or sound is pronounced aw in our NI accent! In alk words, the l after the a is silent.
	All
Almost
Ball
Call
Chalk
Stalk

	2
	Soft c

Notes: When c comes just before i, e or y it tends to make the soft c sound. 
	Cell
Excellent
Face
Fancy
Icy
Mice

	3
	Adding the suffix –y (1)

Notes: When adding the suffix y to a root word ending in a short vowel sound + a consonant the rule is ‘double the consonant and add the y’.
	Boggy
Funny
Muddy
Spotty
Sunny
Yummy

	4
	Adding the suffix –y (2)

Notes: When adding the suffix y to a root word ending in e the rule is ‘drop the e before adding the y’.
	Breezy
Mousy
Shiny
Sunny
Wavy
Wheezy

	5
	Adding the suffix -ly

Notes: When adding the suffix ly to a root word you usually do not have to change anything. However, for an adjective ending in y the rule is ‘swap the y for an i and add ly’.
	Badly
Coolly
Foolishly
Happily
Easily
Speedily

	6
	The n sound spelt kn and gn

Notes: The k and the g are silent in these words but it is useful to sound them out to help with spelling g-n-a-t, k-n-ee  
	Gnash
Gnat
Gnome
Knife
Know
Knuckle

	7
	The igh sound spelt y

Notes: Most of the words that end with an igh sound are spelt y. 
	Butterfly
Cry
Reply
July
Sky
Satisfy

	8
	Adding the suffix -ing (1)

Notes: When adding the suffix ing to a root word ending in a short vowel sound + a consonant the rule is ‘double the consonant and add ing’.
	Beginning
Chatting
Humming
Knotting
Shopping
Tripping

	9
	Adding the suffix -ing (2)

Notes: When adding the suffix ing to a root word ending in e the rule is ‘drop the e before adding ing’. For verbs that end in ie the rule is ‘swap the ie for a y and add ing’
	Baking
Making
Riding
Smiling
Lying
Tying

	10
	The j sound

Notes: The j sound is often spelt with a g before e, i or y. It is often spelt with a ge when heard at the end of words. This becomes dge when it follows a short vowel sound – ah, eh, ih, oh, uh. 
	Jar
Giant
Energy
Large
Bridge
Fudge

	11
	The o sound spelt a after w and qu

Notes: We might hear the o sound after w and qu in these words, but it usi=ually spelt with an a.

	Quality
Quantity
Squash
Wand
Wander
Want

	12
	Adding the suffix –ed (1)

Notes: When adding the suffix ed to a root word ending in two consonants, just add ed. When adding the suffix ed to a root word ending in a short vowel sound + a consonant the rule is ‘double the consonant and add ed’.
	Buzzed
Helped
Painted
Clapped
Dropped
Hugged


	13
	Adding the suffix -ed (2)

Notes: When adding the suffix ed to a root word ending in y, the rule is ‘swap the y for an i and add ed’.
	Carried
Hurried
Married
Multiplied
Replied
Tried

	14
	Adding the suffix –ed (3)

Notes: When adding the suffix ed to a root word ending in e, the rule is ‘drop the e and add ed’.
	Battled
Cycled
Hiked
Liked
Ruled
Shaped


A copy of this information sheet can be found on the class page of the school website, along with suggested activities to revise spellings with your child. 
