Year 5 Spelling Guidance 
This is an overview of the Spellings taught this year. When your child brings home their RWI Logbook you can refer to this information sheet to help them in their learning. 
A root word is a word in its most simple form, e.g. spot, fall, check.
A suffix is a letter or group of letters that is added to the end of a root word, e.g. spotty, falling, checked.

	UNIT
	RULE
	SAMPLE WORDS

	1
	The r sound spelt wr 
Notes: The w is silent in these words but it is useful to sound it out to help with spelling w-r-a-p, w-r-ing  
	Wrap
Wrestle
Wriggle
Wring
Wrinkle

	2
	Adding the suffixes -er or -est (1)

Notes: When we compare two items we add the suffix er. When we compare more then two items we add the suffix est. When a root word ends in e the rule is ‘drop the e and add er or est’.
	Braver
Closest
Faster
Largest
Nicer
Quickest
Wiser

	3
	Adding the suffixes -er or -est (2)

Notes: When a root word ends in y the rule is ‘swap the y for an i and add er or est’. 
	Funnier
Happiest
Luckier
Prettiest
Spikier

	4
	Adding the suffixes -er or -est (3)

Notes: When a root word ends in a short vowel sound + a consonant the rule is ‘double the consonant and add er or est’.
	Bigger
Fittest
Hotter
Maddest
Sadder
Wettest

	5
	The ee sound spelt ey

Notes: Note that most of these words have two syllables and the ee sound is at the end of the word.
	Key
Monkey
Hockey
Trolley
Valley

	6
	Adding the suffix -ness (1)

Notes: Usually when you add the suffix ness to a root word, you do not need to swap, double or drop. The exception is words ending in y.
	Sadness
Lateness
Madness
Foolishness
Weakness
Plainness

	7
	Adding the suffix -ness (2)
Notes: When you add the suffix ness to a root word ending in y the rule is ‘change the y to an i and add ness’. 

	Happiness
Craziness
Fussiness
Sleepiness

	8
	Words ending in -le

Notes: These words have an l sound at the end which is spelt le 
	Middle
Bottle
Purple
Rattle
Jingle
Huddle

	9
	Words ending in -el

Notes: These words have an l sound at the end that is spelt el. To help spell these, you can pronounce the word so that it rhymes with bell, e.g. cam-el, trav-el
	Camel
Label
Squirrel
Towel
Travel
Vowel

	10
	Words ending in -al

Notes: These words have an l sound at the end that is spelt al. To help spell these, you can pronounce the word so that it rhymes with shall, e.g. an-im-al, met-al
	Animal
Festival
Hospital
Medical
Signal
Vocal

	11
	Adding the suffix -ful

Notes: Adding the suffix ful means to be full of something. When a suffix begins with a consonant you usually do not have to swap, double or drop anything from the root word. An exception is beauty + ful = beautiful
	Careful
Delightful
Hopeful
Peaceful
Playful
Thankful

	12
	Adding the suffix -less

Notes: Adding the suffix less means without. When a suffix begins with a consonant you usually do not have to swap, double or drop anything from the root word. 
	Careless
Harmless
Joyless
Pointless
Toothless

	13
	Adding the suffix -ment

Notes: Adding the suffix ment to a verb (being or action word), turns it into a noun (person, place, thing). 
	Enjoyment
Attachment
Movement
Payment
Treatment

	14
	Words ending in -tion

Notes: The sh sound in the middle of words can be spelt ti. When the spelling tion is used at the end of a word it is pronounced shun.
	Attention
Caption
Fiction
Motion
Station

	15
	Adding the suffix -es

Notes: When a word ends with y and you want to add the suffix es the rule is ‘if there is a consonant before the y, change the y to an i and add es’.
	Cries
Tries
Babies
Multiplies
Hobbies
Families



A copy of this information sheet can be found on the class page of the school website, along with suggested activities to revise spellings with your child. 
